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MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


The Board of Directors of the National Canners Associa- 
tion met at the offices of the Association in Washington on Thurs- 
day, May 23. Beside the Directors, there were present mem- 
bers of the Finance and Executive Committees, Section Chair- 
men, presidents and secretaries of a large number of state can- 
ners associations, and numerous government officials. The meet- 
ing was in fact, one of the best attended in the history of the 
Association. 

The program embraced a large number of subjects of direct 
interest to the Association and to the industry as a whole. The 
Association's budget for the current year was approved with 
such revisions as had been found necessary since the tentative 
budget was adopted at the time of the annual convention. The 
Board approved the sale of the Dumbarton Avenue property of 
the Association and the purchase of a building on Eighteenth 
Street, adjoining the present headquarters, which will provide 
additional office space. 

Among the important subjects which were presented to the 
Board were those of adequate sterilization in home canning; im- 
provements planned in the crop reporting service of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; Mediterranean fruit fly situation; Louis- 
ville grocery trade survey; status of the grocery trade practice 
conference; conference on adequate processing of non-acid vege- 
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tables held in San Francisco; progress of tariff revision; work 
under way on simplification of containers; status of the proposed 
labeling legislation ; approval of the date and location of the 1930 
convention; and the plans for an advertising campaign. 


Opening Address by President 
In opening the meeting President E. B. Cosgrove said in 
part: 
“Our Secretary advises me that for a directors’ meeting, this 
is one of the largest gatherings we have ever had. Some years 
ago the practice was instituted of inviting to these meetings the 
presidents of the various state associations. This year we ex- 
tended the invitations to include the presidents and the secre- 
taries of geographically local associations as well as of the spe- 
cialized commodity associations and sections. I can assure you 
this was no philanthropic nor purely social gesture. It is the 
hope that through this enlarged attendance, the activities of the 
Association can be brought close home to more canners. You 
are here so that you may go back home and preach the gospel; 
but you're here also to make that version of the gospel most 
sound. 


“There are many very vital questions to come before this 
session. We want the fullest discussion. Many of you men (lack- 
ing the power to vote) may be disinclined to join in this discus- 
sion. Please join in. To relieve any embarrassment you may 
feel, let me say to you that I have never attended one of these 
meetings as a director and have never been entitled to a vote; 
but I have been, on occasion, a free discusser. May I extend this 
same freedom of the floor, with the urge to use it, to you other 
guests representing allied industries, branches of the govern- 
ment, and the trade press. 

“Since our meeting in Chicago, a great deal has been accom- 
plished. I doubt that there has been a period in our history when 
the full-time personnel of your Washington office has worked un- 
der such pressure for so prolonged a period. A complete report 
of these activities will be covered by the Secretary.” 


Secretary’s Report 

Following the address by President Cosgrove, the report of 
the Secretary was read. The report is published as a supplement 
to this week's Information Letter. 


Budget and Finance 


The Chairman of the Finance Committee presented the budg- 
et for the year, including some revisions of the tentative budget 
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approved at the Board’s meeting in Chicago, and the revised 
budget was approved. 

The Board approved the recommendation of the Adminis- 
trative Council that when the sale of the Dumbarton Avenue 
property has been completed the deed of trust for $7,500 which 
will remain on the property as a balance of purchase money be 
carried in the reserve fund by making sale of government securi- 
ties to this amount, the funds received from the sale of the Dum- 
barton Avenue property to be credited to the general fund as 
partial return to this general fund for the cost of building the 
recent addition to the main office building at 1739 H Street. 

The Board also approved the action of the Finance and Ex- 
ecutive Committees in using the sum of $17,500 from the reserve 
fund for the purpose of purchasing the property at 805 Eigh- 
teenth Street. 


Adequate Sterilization in Home Canning 

Dr. A. F. Woods, Director of Scientific Work in the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, spoke on the subject of adequate 
sterilization in home canning. He explained the organization of 
the agricultural scientific work and its relation to the Extension 
Service, which cooperates with the several states. He assured 
the canners of the Department's desire to get to home canners 
the necessity of using such processes as would eliminate the dan- 
gers from under-sterilization and requested the views of the can- 
ners present with respect to this subject. 


Improved Crop Reporting Service 

Mr. Nils A. Olsen, Chief of the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, outlined the plans of the bureau for more adequate 
reports on canning crops. He stated that the bureau, under the 
increased appropriation it had been granted, is ready to go ahead 
in its program but that all of the desired improvements cannot, 
of course, be made at once. Under the increased appropriation 
eight field men will be stationed throughout the country and some 
additions will be made to the staff in Washington. He outlined 
the plans for reports on vegetable crops for canning, explaining 
that they will include intentions to contract, intended acreage, 
condition reports every two weeks, acreage reports, and fore- 
casts. Mr. Olsen emphasized the fact that to make this service 
adequate and reliable the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
must have the full cooperation of the canning industry in reply- 
ing to the questionnaires sent out by the Department. He stated 
that every effort will be employed, not only to make the service 
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adequate, but also get the reports out with the least possible 
delay. 


Proposed Labeling Legislation 


Mr. Royal F. Clark, Chairman of the Committee on Special 
Legislation, discussed the status of the proposed labeling legisla- 
tion, pointing out that the House bill (H. R. 730) had been favor- 
ably reported by the Committee on Agriculture and is now on the 
House calendar. In the Senate a companion bill (S. 1133) has 
been introduced by Senator McNary and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry. It is hoped that the bills 
will be taken up in both House and Senate as being directly re- 
lated to farm relief and passed during the present special session. 


In connection with his report Mr. Clark read the following 
editorial from the Milwaukee Journal, setting out the desirability 
of this legislation. 


Wisconsin has an extensive canning industry and is bound to have a 
still more extensive canning future. That is why it should be interested in 
a bill now before congress to amend the federal Food and Drugs Act. 

This bill adds to the food protection provisions a fifth section, which 
would give the Secretary of Agriculture power to set a standard of quality 
and condition for canned goods and to compel the labeling of the can when 
the contents fall below this standard. 

The consumption of canned goods has long been held back by unfair, 
or at least unwise, practices. No matter how hard one canner has tried 
to build up the demand for canned foods through careful grading, he has 
had to meet the competition of others who would put inferior quality into 
the can and then make a sales appeal through price. 

It has been so in the pea canning industry, which is so extensive in 
Wisconsin. Some canners have carefully graded their product and have 
taken pride in selling it under their own label. Others have been willing 
to put hardened peas in cans and sell these to distributors who in turn 
passed them on to the consumer at higher prices than the quality warranted. 
Or, if Wisconsin canners did not meet such competition from other state 
factories, they met it from factories without the state. 

The result of such practice is that the consumer, disappointed in the 
goods he pays for, buys fewer canned articles. 

The aim of the proposed bill is not to prevent the canning of inferior 
goods. It is recognized that inferior fruits and vegetables have a food 
value. But the bill would make it necessary for the canner and distributor 
to apprise the consumer of the kind of goods he is buying. There could be 
no deception. 

The national canning organizations and the wholesale distributing or- 
ganizations recognize the need for this legislation and are actively support- 
ing it. They realize that the way to build up the canning industry to even 
greater proportions is to standardize canned articles. 


— 
- 
| 


INFORMATION LETTER 1505 


In that they are right. The bill would be a protection to the consumer, 
a means of expansion to the canner and a very real form of farm relief in 
that it would eventually enable farmers who raise foods for the canneries 
greatly to increase their acreage. 

It is to Wisconsin's interest to support this bill. 


i 
Plans for Advertising 
Mr. Clark reported as Chairman of the Committee on Gen- 
eral Advertising that the enactment of labeling legislation is 
considered a prerequisite to the advertising plans, and he ex- 
pressed the belief that with the passage of the labeling legisla- 
tion the plans for an extensive advertising campaign can imme- 
diately be carried out. 
Mediterranean Fruit Fly 
After a discussion of the problems presented by the Medi- 
terranean fruit fly infestation in Florida, the Board adopted the 
following resolutions: 
“Whereas, within the last few weeks the Mediterranean 
fruit fly, a major pest, has for the first time been found in the 
Continental United States, and 


“Whereas, if permitted to spread it will do tremendous dam- 
age to canning crops, both fruits and vegetables, and 

‘Whereas, our Federal Government and the Government and 
people of Florida have united in a thorough-going campaign of 
extermination, now therefore be it 

“Resolved, that it is the sense of this meeting that the Fed- 
eral Government and the State of Florida be upheld and sup- 
— in every proper way in this important work, and be it 
urther 

“Resolved, that should the United States Department of 
Agriculture and the Florida authorities conclude that, in fairness 
to the growers and as a part of the necessary means of extermi- 
nation, reparation be paid for a part of the losses necessarily 
sustained by growers, we urge the Congress, the Bureau of the 
Budget and the President to provide the necessary funds for 
such purpose, as well as any additional funds which may from 
time to time be required for work of extermination and for the 
work of thorough research, and be it further 

“Resolved, that we heartily commend the determined spirit 
and ability of Dr. Charles L. Marlatt, Chief of the Plant Quaran- 
tine and Control Administration of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, and Dr. Wilmon Newell, of the State Plant Board of 
Florida, in their important battle, and be further 
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“Resolved, that copies of this resolution be sent to all parties 
at interest, including the members of the Congress.” 
Mr. Conway Speaks at Luncheon 
Following the discussion of the Mediterranean fruit fly situ- 
ation the meeting adjourned for luncheon, at which an incisive 
address was made by Mr. Carle C. Conway, president of the Con- 
tinental Can Company. Mr. Conway commenting upon the state- 
ment that “the only permanent thing is change” pointed out that 
the canners of the country in addition to recognizing their re- 
sponsibility to their consumers, their employees and their stock- 
holders, are coming to realize more fully their responsibility to 
each other and to the industry as a whole. He then referred to 
the growing proportion of truck crops marketed in the fresh 
form, and stated that this was a challenge to the canning indus- 
try to get the real facts about canned foods to the consumers of 
the country. The fact that from 75 per cent to 85 per cent of all 
purchases are made by women points to the necessity of convinc- 
ing women as to the merits of canned foods. Mr. Conway cited 
the plans for general canned food advertising as another ex- 
ample of the industry's recognition of the need and value of co- 
operation. 


Louisville Grocery Survey 

Mr. J. W. Millard of the Domestic Commerce Division of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, described the work 
being done by the Louisville grocery survey. He said, in part: 


“I think it would be rather unfortunate to introduce the Na- 
tional Canners Association to the Louisville Grocery Survey by 
using the accepted terminology “huge fact-finding program” and 
“intensive analysis of wholesale and retail costs.” Both of these 
terms have been so overworked that I have a feeling business 
men are rather tired of them. Perhaps the best way will be to 
give you a running story of our activities since the survey began 
on December 6, 1928. 

“It began with an inventory taken by a volunteer crew of 
twenty wholesalers, retailers and manufacturers. When the facts 
of this inventory—$125,000 volume on a $3,000 inventory—were 
noised about Louisville, plans for the survey as we know it to- 
day, took form. Our office was flooded with requests from re- 
tailers to inventory their stores in a similar manner. 


“The second store inventoried had been operating for fifteen 
years and had never had an inventory taken. We found, to our 
surprise, that this retailer, on an inventory of $3,500, secured a 
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sales volume of approximately $30,000. One store inventoried 
was a regular grocery museum, in that it had a little of every- 
thing and was a grocery morgue in the sense that most of them 
were dead. We found a kind of tuna-fish which salesmen assure 
us has not been caught in the last three years; a brand of peaches 
which a wholesaler had discontinued three years previous. 

“Already the application of these facts is under way. Our 
very best retailer has, since the beginning of the survey, reduced 
the number of items in his store from 900 to 800 and other re- 
ductions are in prospect. 

“A possible question may raise in your mind as to what this 
will mean to the manufacturer who has a new and meritorious 
product seeking introduction into the market. The Louisville re- 
tailers, if they may be permitted to answer that, may say that 
they are clearing their shelves of 1899 stock to make way for 
profitable merchandise of 1929. 


“A possible question may rise in your mind as to what this 
than that for the aleven cities has been completed and will soon 
be ready for publication, showing the total food sales, both whole- 
sale and retail, for the city of Louisville and the suburbs of Jef- 
fersonville and New Albany. 

“Differing only in method of tabulation from the retail analy- 
sis, a similar attack is being made on the wholesaler's problems. 


“One phase of the survey yet to be undertaken is that of a 
consumer analysis. This will be accomplished by placing girls 
in the retail stores throughout the city where they may be in- 
troduced to retail customers, and during the conversation, elicit 
an invitation to visit the customer’s home. While there, an ac- 
tual inventory of the pantry shelves will be made and the con- 
sumer’s advice secured on matters of commodity preference, size 
of package, ete. The advice of the canners is requested in connec- 
tion with this phase of the survey, since the plans for it are still 
in a formative stage.” 


Grocery Trade Practice Conference 

Mr. Spencer Gordon, of counsel of the National Canners As- 
sociation, summarized the legal aspects of the grocery trade 
practice conference as they affect the canning industry. 


Conference on Adequate Processing 

Dr. W. D. Bigelow, Director of the Research Laboratories, 
reported upon the conference on adequate processing of non-acid 
vegetables held at San Francisco, at which were present repre- 
sentatives of the research laboratories of can companies and of 
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the California State Board of Health. This conference followed 
the meeting of can salesmen held at Washington and Chicago, at 
which there was a discussion of this subject from various points 
of view. 

The Board voted to accept the report and authorized its pub- 
lication with the exception of the findings with respect to two 
products on which further study is contemplated. 


Simplification of Containers 

Mr. P. H. H. Dunn of the Division of Simplified Practice of 
the Department of Commerce, then spoke on simplification of 
containers. He said in part: 


“The National Canners Association, in April of last year, 
requested the cooperation of the Division of Simplified Practice 
of the Department of Commerce in making a survey or study of 
conditions in their industry with regard to the diversification of 
can sizes. It was felt that eventually a simplified list of can 
sizes might be arrived at which had the approval of both the 
manufacturers of cans and the packers, as well as wholesale, re- 
tail, and chain store grocers. 

“Accordingly, the Department of Commerce conducted a 
survey among some 2,800 canners, requesting information on the 
sizes of cans packed by them and what cans they felt might be 
eliminated. As a result of this survey 827 replies were received, 
of which only 471 furnished information specific enough to be 
of any value. When replies from the 471 companies were com- 
piled it developed that there were 77 different sizes of No. 1 can 
reported, 67 sizes of No. 2, 36 sizes of No. 10, 26 different sizes 
of No. 14, 24 sizes of No. 214, 21 sizes of No. 114, 21 sizes of 
No. 3, ete. 


“A report of this survey was then submitted to officials of 
the American and Continental Can Companies for their inforn:a- 
tion and suggestions. It was the feeling of Dr. Baker of the 
American Can Company and Mr. Steele of the Continental Can 
Company that the report should be revised and can sizes should 
be tabulated by diameters, under each diameter listing the 
heights of the cans. Accordingly, this was done and the result 
was almost as unexpected as the first compilation. For instance, 
under a diameter of 2 11/16 inches there were listed some 24 
heights of cans, Under a diameter of 3 inches there were some 
25 heights. Under 3 7/16 inches there were 27 heights, ete. 
This revised report merely bore out and emphasized the data 
compiled in the original report. 


‘ 
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“With regard to the suggested eliminations the only import- 
ant divergencies of opinion seem to be on the No. 214 and the 
No. 8 cans, 25 concerns desiring the elimination of the No. 244 
and about 50 advocating the discontinuance of the No. 3. 


“In the final consideration of the data acquired by that time 
it was felt that there was a definite indication that an over-di- 
versification of can sizes existed, but it was further felt that the 
information obtained to date was a little too indefinite to be used 
as a basis for any recommendations. Therefore, it was decided 
to approach the two large manufacturers of cans and obtain 
from them such information on production as they might care 
to divulge, the idea being that the total production for the vari- 
ous sizes of cans for the two large can companies would be in- 
dicative of where the demand lay and which sizes might be elimi- 
nated with benefit to all concerned. Particularly would this be 
true if the information were taken for a period of two years or 
more to show popularity trends, whether a can was increasing 
in popularity or decreasing. This information in the form of 
percentage figures has been supplied by the two can companies 
and compiled, and it will be submitted to the Committee on Sim- 
plification of Containers of the National Canners Association. 

“As a result of the studies made to date two conditions seem 
to stand out as warranting the application of some corrective 
measures by this Association. They are, first, an over-diversifi- 
cation in sizes of cans; second, and quite as important as the 
first, a tendency to pack certain commodities in an increasing 
number of sizes of cans. 


“What are we going to do now that we have the information 
and appreciate the existing conditions? The plan that is in the 
mind of your committee, I believe, is to arrive, through commit- 
tee consideration, at a simplified list of sizes of cans with specific 
recommendations as to the limitation of numbers of cans used 
for packing specific products, this program to be submitted to a 
general conference of producers of cans, canners, wholesale, re- 
tail and chain store grocers for modification and approval. We 
have been working on this program for the past few months and 
are anxious to get constructive criticism of the plan and pro- 
cedure to date and suggestions for the future from you gentle- 
men who are present today.” 


Tariff Revision 
Secretary Gorrell summarized the rates on canned foods as 


carried in the House bill, comparing them with the rates request- 
ed in the brief submitted by the Association on behalf of the in- 
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dustry. There followed a discussion of the rates, particularly 
those on tomato products, and it was agreed that so far as the 
bill passed by the House does not meet the needs of the canning 
industry, representations be made to the Finance Committee of 
the Senate when the bill reaches that body. The rates in the 
tariff bill as introduced in the House were summarized in the 
Information Letter for May 11. 


Standards Under Proposed Labeling Legislation 
The problem of formulating standards that will be required 
under the proposed labeling legislation was discussed, and a mo- 
tion was adopted authorizing the executive officers of the Asso- 
ciation and the Section Chairmen to consider these definitions, 
and take them up with the officials of the Department of Agri- 
culture at the proper time. 
European Conditions 


Mr. George W. Cobb, general sales manager of the Ameri- 
can Can Company, in an interesting address to the Board related 
some of his experiences and observations during his recent visit 
to Europe. He reported that more canned foods are being used 
in Europe and likewise that the canning of some products is be- 
ing considerably expanded. 

Location and Date of Convention 

The Board approved the selection of Chicago as the location 
for the 1930 convention, to be held the week of January 20. The 
headquarters will be the Stevens Hotel. 


Engrossed Resolution for Ex-President 
During the meeting an engrossed copy of the resolution 


upon the retirement of Mr. Ben C. Nott as president at the last 
annual convention was presented to Mr. Nott. 


Amendment Increases Duty on Canned and Preserved Tomatoes 


Recommendations of the House Ways and Means Committee 
for various amendments to the tariff bill as introduced in the 
House were approved at a conference of the Republican members 
of the House on Thursday. Among these amendments is an in- 
crease in the rate on canned and preserved tomatoes from 25 to 
40 per cent, and on prepared or preserved figs from 35 per cent 
to 40 per cent. 

The party conference also approved the special rule to be 
adopted Friday providing that all amendments to the pending 
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bill must come from the Ways and Means Committee and shall 
be voted upon en gross except that the Committee may at its dis- 
cretion have a separate vote upon any amendment in the House 
when the bill is reported out of the Committee of the Whole. The 
rule also fixes May 28 for the final vote on the passage of the bill. 


Schedule for Canning Crops Reports 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors announcement was 
made of the schedule of the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti- 
mates for reports this year on vegetable canning crops. 

In addition to crops previously included in the schedule, re- 
ports will this year be obtained on green lima beans and beets. 
The most interesting feature of the new schedule is the fact that 
condition reports will be issued on the first and fifteenth of each 
month during the growing season for most of the crops. The 
schedule as announced follows: 


Asparagus a Aug. 15 
Beans, green lima July 1 


Beans, snap July 1 
Aug. 15 
Cabbage for kraut 15 |\July 15 e 25 to |Sept. 10 & 25 
Corn, sweet . July 1 June 10 to | Aug. 10 & 25 

Sept. 25 , 10& 25 
Cucumbers for pickles .. July 15 25 to Sept. 10 & 25 


25 
May 10 to | June 25 
July 25 pod 25 


Pimientos (California) . 

Spinach 

Tomatoes May 15 july 1 May 25 to | Aug. 10 & 25 
Sept. 25 . 10 & 25 


@ All states except California for which reports will be issued earlier. 


Truck Crop Prospects 


Prospective production of cucumbers in four early states, 
forecast from reported condition on May 15, is 50 per cent 
greater than in 1928. The acreage is 5 per cent less than last 
year but expected yields are 60 per cent higher. 

The three second-early states (Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Texas) show a decrease in tomato acreage of about 6 per cent. 
Forecast of production is about 15 per cent larger than in 1928, 
due to the higher yields indicated. 


May 25 to | Aug. 25 Sept. 15 
Aug. 25 
Sept. 15 
\Oct. 15 
Dec. 1 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 1 
Peas, green ............jJan.20 |Apr.15 |Junel Aug. 15 
Dec. 18 
INov. 1 
1 
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In California intentions to plant tomatoes for manufacture 
indicate 31,684 acres based on 94 per cent returns of last year's 
acreage. In addition, canners expect to handle some acreage of 
table tomatoes until market conditions are favorable for ship- 
ment. 

The condition of various truck crops on May 15 as reported 
by the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates was as follows: 


May 15,1929 May 1, 1920 May 25, 1928 
Per cent Per cent Per cent 


Asparagus (9 states) 
Beans, snap (13 states) 
Beets (2 states) 
Cabbage (8 states) 
Carrots (3 states) 
Cucumbers (7 states) 
Peas (4 states) 
Peppers (3 states) 
Tomatoes (8 states) 


Warehouse Amendment Bill Introduced in Senate 
Senator McNary has introduced a bill (S. 1202) to amend 
the Warehouse Act, which is identical with the bill (H. R. 7) 
introduced by Representative Haugen in the House, and on 
which the House Committee on Agriculture made a favorable 


report on May first. 


Truck Crop Markets 

Two or three additional products have now increased the 
available market supply, according to the U. S. Market News 
Service in its report for the week ended May 18. The peach sea- 
son has opened in Georgia, with six cars of the earliest variety 
reported for the week. Fifty-one cars of Imperial Valley canta- 
loupes moved during the week; light movements of cantaloupes 
also occurred in Texas and Florida. About 55 cars of California 
cherries have already been reported on the way to central and 
eastern markets. 

Apple shipments decreased during the week to 355 cars. 
Cucumber shipments increased to 435 cars, mostly from Ala- 
bama and Florida. Green peas required 345 cars during the 
week, with California, North Carolina and Virginia as the 
leading sources of supply. Movement of string beans, chiefly 
from South Carolina and Louisiana, decreased to 555 cars. 

Shipments of citrus fruit were still very heavy. Oranges 
totaled 2,470 cars, compared with 1,225 a year ago, while grape- 
fruit required 725 cars, as against 215 during the same week in 
1928. Combined forwardings of 28 fruits and vegetables de- 
creased slightly to 18,930 cars, but were still heavier than last 
spring. 


73 73 73 
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Strawberry shipments were heavy, totaling nearly 2,900 
cars. The season was waning in western Tennessee and the 
Norfolk district of Virginia, but most of the other berry sec- 
tions were very active. Arkansas forwardings had increased 
to 960 cars, while Tennessee shipped 900, Kentucky 275, 
Eastern Shore of Virginia 240, and Maryland 125 cars. The 
shipping season opened in Missouri and Delaware. 


Tomato shipments decreased sharply in Florida but in- 
creased in the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, so that the record 
for each State was about 410 cars. The total of 825 cars was 
500 less than during the same week last spring. About 255 
cars arrived from Mexico. The Mississippi season is about to 
open, with movement expected to be active by June 1 and peak 
shipments probably during the week of June 10. Locai esti- 
mates indicate possibly 4,000 cars from Mississippi this year. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


May May May Totalthis Total last Total 
Commodity 12-18 Sl 18-19 seasonto seasonto last 
1989 1920 1926 May 18 May 19 season 


126,203 


Cauliflower 
436 2.020 1,212 7,468 


Business Conditions 

Commercial tarnsactions during the week ended May 18, 
as reflected by check payments, were lower than in either the 
preceding week or the corresponding period of 1928, accord- 
ing to the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. 
The primary distribution of goods, as reflected by loadings of 
freight cars covering the latest reported week, was substan- 
tially higher than a year ago. 

The general index of wholesale prices showed a fractional 
gain over the preceding week but was about 4 per cent lower 
than a year ago. Loans and discounts of Federal reserve mem- 
ber banks showed a fractional increase over the preceding week 


| 
Apples, t 01,602 03,004 
Easte 44,053 44,415 
Weate 47,500 48,679 
Asparagu 2,535 2,878 
Cabbage 12,420 38,468 
Mixed vegetables: 
827 15,505 16,444 33,370 
8 0000-000 10 10 193 05 415 
6 12 0 24,417 18,744 18,746 
Peppers: 
Dom 102 60 1,481 1,690 3,569 
Impor 5 551 739 74 
Spinach 181 0.559 9.011 10,591 
String be 554 695 820 4,784 3.303 6,707 
2.001 2,187 2.825 12,959 8.006 18,715 
Tomatoes: 
425 1,328 6,785 30,358 
226 232 60 6,061 5,361 5,530 
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and were higher also than a year ago. Interest rates on call 
loans averaged lower than in the previous week but were higher 
than a year ago. Time-money rates averaged higher than 
in either period. Business failures were more numerous than 
a@ year ago. 
CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous C. L. 


Week ended May 11 1,067,022 408,000 264,028 $75,801 
1,050,192 411.478 265,838 873,576 
Corresponding week, 1928 ...... 1,002,611 806.661 261,108 $44,572 

ding week, 1927 ...... 1,020,424 804,601 262,135 872,688 


Florida Tomato Pack for 1929 


Reports current in trade circles in Florida received by 
the Department of Commerce from its Jacksonville Office state 
that 135 cars of 1,000 cases each of canned tomatoes have been 
shipped from the East Coast of Florida so far this season. The 
figures are said to represent the output of nine canning plants 
on the East Coast. If the figures are correct, previous esti- 
mates of a total pack of 200,000 cases in Florida during the 
entire season would seem to be fairly accurate. 


Weather Conditions 


Because of coolness or wetness, in many places both cool and 
wet, conditions during the week ended May 21 continued gener- 
ally unfavorable for agricultural interests, especially for field 
work, over most of the eastern half of the country. Rainfall was 
moderate to light in the Central Northern States, including Wis- 
consin, northwestern Illinois, lowa, Minnesota, and the northern 
Great Plains, and in this area field operations made good prog- 
ress as a rule, but at the same time temperatures were much too 
low for normal growth and germination of spring-planted crops, 
and considerable local frost damage was reported. There was 
also more or less harm from frost in the eastern Lake region, the 
— Ohio Valley States, and the northern Appalachian sec- 

on. 

The most unfavorable conditions were noted over the cen- 
tral valley States, extending from eastern Texas, central Okla- 
homa, and eastern Kansas, northeastward over the central Mis- 
sissippi and Ohio Valleys, where frequent rains and persistent 
coolness were decidedly detrimental, with farm work largely at 
a standstill during most of the week. In the Atlantic States con- 
ditions were more favorable until near the close of the week 
when it was too cool for good growth and in some sections too 
wet for field work. Frequent rains interfered with outside oper- 
ations also in the central and east Gulf area but in Florida show- 
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ers were helpful in many places. Rains were beneficial in west- 
ern Texas and New Mexico where drought has prevailed. West 
of the Rocky Mountains warm, sunny weather was favorable. 
Rain is still needed in parts of the interior Pacific Northwest. 

Frosts were rather general over much of the country north 
of the Ohio River and in the Northeast, with many local reports 
of injury to fruits and berries. The cool weather in northern 
parts delayed growth of truck, where up, but in the South good 
advances were noted. Citrus improved in Florida and oranges 
are blooming in the Sacramento Valley of California. 


Mid-May Condition of Fruit Trees in Continental Europe 


Winter killing of fruit trees in Continental Europe during 
the past season has been above normal, but not so great as was 
expected earlier in the year, according to the American agri- 
cultural commissioner at Berlin. It is still too early for a definite 
report on the effects of the severe winter weather, but plums, 
apricots and peaches seem to have suffered more than apples 
and pears. The most frequent complaints are from Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. In Germany, Austria and Switzerland, recent 
reports are more favorable than those of the early part of the 
season and the prune trees of Yugoslavia have evidently win- 
tered satisfactorily. 


Cuban Condensed Milk Imports 


The imports of condensed milk into Cuba in 1928, accord- 
ing to a report received by the Department of Commerce, 
amounted to 44,182,300 pounds valued at $4,359,192. Of this 
total the United States supplied 20,599,573 pounds valued at 
$1,994,588. The other chief competitor in the market was the 
United Kingdom, which furnished 8,625,469 pounds valued at 
$955,517. 


Pineapple Canning Industry in Japan 

Considerable efforts to place pineapple cultivation and can- 
ning on an industrial basis in Taiwan have already been made, 
according to the American consul, and the canning industry 
reached a total of thirty-five factories with a production of 
10,301,544 tins in 1927, showing an increase of 2,590,077 tins 
as compared with 1926. Nearly all of the locally canned pine- 
apple is exported to Japan, China, and Hongkong, with occa- 
sional small shipments to the Netherlands East Indies, Great 
Britain, and the United States. 
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Exports of Canned Foods 

Exports of canned foods in April as reported by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce show a decrease in canned meats, canned 
vegetables, and evaporated milk, compared with April of last 
year. There were increases in condensed milk, salmon and sar- 
dines. The figures for the principal articles follow: 


1926 1929 

Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total 1,788,874 $670,223 1,605,107 $552,480 
255,000 235,747 76,482 
1,087,608 427.555 954,115 348,785 
151,781 201,207 60,318 
"255.510 211,045 58,205 
Canned vegetables, total ............ 5,088,181 439,771 4.461.881 422,355 
417,016 64, $83,179 81,360 
Baked beans, and pork an beans a54,711 77.877 655,466 48,151 
000006600000 276,802 24.215 $52,045 20,242 
$20,207 245.500 508,513 44,563 
1,669,938 159.900 1,358,050 142,044 
831,735 20,000 204,019 17,419 
2,600,723 455.633 3,643,016 600,576 
14,173,840 1.277.034 15,745,703 1,531,584 
Apples and applesauce ............ 276.446 19,032 935,421 52,574 
1,478,511 134,813 720,001 67,205 
1,008,025 92,100 711,340 66,661 
117,850 18,304 07,466 16,350 
1.261.875 147.086 2.112.884 213.569 
5.640.435 526 444 3,161,619 800.517 
46.125 0,386 161,747 16,806 
G87 475 70,852 724.458 72,686 


410,560 9,512,061 735,465 


Making Survey of Salad Dressing and Mayonnaise 


A survey of the salad-dressing, mayonnaise and sandwich- 
spread industry is being conducted by the Foodstuffs Division 
of the Department of Commerce, at the request of the Mayon- 
naise Products Manufacturers Association. 

Statistics of the amount of production will be obtained. 
Figures on the various types of salad dressings will be avail- 
able, also the proportion of the output which is sold in various 
sizes of containers. A study of the method of distribution to 
the trade will also be included. Information is being collected 
through the medium of a questionnaire which is sent to several 
hundred manufacturers of mayonnaise and kindred products. 


Revision of Hard Candy Labels Urged 

Manufacturers of hard candy have been warned by the 
Food, Drug and Insecticide Administration of the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture against the use of false statements on 
their labels as to the content of fruit, fruit juice, or fruit flavor 
in their product. A notice urging immediate revision of faulty 
labels to comply with the requirements of the Food and Drugs 
Act has been sent to makers of this type of candy. 
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Report of the Secretary to the Board of Directors 
Washington, D. C., May 23, 1929 


The past few months have not only brought a heavy and in- 
creasing volume of regular work but have also required strenu- 
ous efforts by the office personnel on account of tariff revision 
and the proposed labeling legislation. 

Immediately after the Chicago convention it was necessary 
to complete the general tariff brief, which had to be filed on 
January 28, just two days after the close of the convention. Co- 
incident with this, active steps were taken to press the labeling 
bill for passage. 


Labeling Legislation 


Although the labeling bill had been introduced in both the 
House and the Senate in the early part of December, no request 


had been made for hearings before the Housé and Senate Com- 
mittees because of some misunderstandings as to just what the 
bill really meant. During the convention there was opportunity 
for the Conference Committee with Distributors to fully con- 
sider the merits of this bill, and as a result this Committee unani- 
mously adopted resolutions approving it. 


As there remained only about five weeks of the Congress 
then in session, the House Committee on Agriculture to which 
this bill had been referred had voted not to hold any further hear- 
ings. On request, this action was rescinded, the bill was given a 
heaving, one was reported out favorably. The bill stood on the 
unanimous consent calendar and passed the House without a 
single dissenting vote. 

The Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry granted 
a hearing a little later on, and reported the bill favorably. After 
the bill had passéd the House it was substituted for the Senate 
bill and placed on the Senate calendar. In the closing hours of 
the session it failed of passage because of the objection of a sin- 
gle Senator—a truly heart-rending experience. 

When President Hoover called the special session of Con- 
gress to convene on April 15 it was suggested that this special 
session consider only farm relief legislation and tariff revision 
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in so far as it relates to farm relief. Your officers prepared a 
brief showing that the proposed labeling legislation could well 
be included in farm relief legislation. The bill was promptly 
introduced in the House by Represéntative Mapes, of Michigan, 
its original sponsor, and was referred to the House Committee 
on Agriculture. This Committee reported the bill favorably, 
and it now stands on the House calendar as one of the uncontro- 
versial farm relief measures. 


The bill was introduced in the Senate by Senator McNary, 
its original Senate sponsor, and has been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture and Forestry of the Senate. 


Tariff Revision 

The rates in the tariff bill now under debate in the House 
do not, in some particulars, meet the needs of the canning in- 
pen eh Later in the meeting a report will be presented on the 
subject. 


Farm Relief Legislation 

On April 25 the House of Representatives passed its farm 
relief bill (H. R. 1), which is generally understood to embody 
the ideas of the Administration. The Senate on May 14 passed 
its own bill as a substitute for the House bill, and, despite the 
vigorously expressed opposition of the Administration, the Sen- 
ate included the debenture feature advocated by the National 
Grange. The bill is now in the hands of a Conference Committee 
of the House and Senate to harmonize the differences. 

During consideration of the legislation in both Senate and 
House, amendments were proposed excluding fruits and vege- 
tables from the provisions of the bill, but such amendments were 
not adopted; consequently they cannot be considered by the con- 
ference committee. 

The bill defines a farm relief policy, sets up a Federal Farm 
Board, and authorizes the appropriation of five hundred million 
dollars as a revolving fund for loans and advances to agricultur- 
al organizations. Broad powers are conferred on the Farm 
Board to study and report on prices, prospective supply and de- 
mand of farm commodities, over-production, expansion of mar- 
kets, development of by-products, and coordination of transpor- 
tation facilities, and to finance stabilization corporations for 
various agricultural commodities. 

It is recognized that the practical measures to be instituted 
for farm relief will be determined by the Farm Board within the 
limitations set by the law, and that the nature and scope of these 
measures will be influenced by the character of the board ap- 

inted by the President. e experience and the record of 

resident Hoover point to the selection of a board that will re- 
— from radical experiments and adopt sound, constructive 
plans. 
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Standards Under Proposed Food Law Amendment 


Under the proposed amendment to the Food and Drugs Act 
now pending in Congress, which would require inferior canned 
foods to be plainly labeled as inferior, the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture is authorized to fix minimum standards with which canned 
foods must comply in order to avoid such labeling requirements. 


In the preparation of the minimum standards for the vari- 
ous canned foods, the Secretary of Agriculture may desire the 
cooperation of the canning industry in determining what quality 
of canned foods should be labeled as inferior. 


There are precedents for this in several Acts administered 
by the Department of Agriculture. Under the Federal Tea In- 
spection Act, standards governing the quality of tea that may 
be imported are fixed annually by a Board of Tea Experts, sub- 
ject to approval by the Secretary of Agriculture. The Board 
consists of a representative of the Department of Agriculture 
and six representatives of the trade. The Act specifically pro- 
vides that “the purity, quality and fitness for consumption of 
the same (tea) shall be tested according to the usages and cus- 
toms of the tea trade.” 


Under the Federal Grain Standards Act the Secretary is 
authorized “to fix and establish standards of quality and condi- 
tion for corn, wheat, etc., as in his judgment the usages of the 
trade may warrant and permit.” Under this Act, tentative 
standards were prepared by the Department of Agriculture, 
which were put in final form after public hearings at which rep- 
resentatives of growers and the trade were given an opportunity 
to make suggestions and criticisms. 


If the food law amendment passes and becomes a law, the 
standards will have a legal status that makes it important that 
the Board of Directors approve of whatever suggestions may be 
submitted to the Secretary of Agriculture. 


Cooperation with Can Salesmen 


Through studies by research laboratories connected with 
the canning industry, there have been developed data on which 
to base processes that both protect the product against spoilage 
and insure its safety to the consumer. These processes have 
been made available to all canners and are used by the great ma- 
jority. Failure to use them creates a grave hazard for both the 
industry and the public, and it has been felt that additional ef- 
forts should be made to reach every canner in the United States 
and press upon them the necessity of adequate sterilization. 


The salesmen of the can companies are constantly in personal 
contact with canners. They afford, in fact, the best medium 
through which to spread the information. For this reason, the 
cooperation of the can companies was sought, and they gladly 
arranged for their salesmen to attend meetings at which there 
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was a full and frank discussion of the problem from the point of 
view of public health officials, government officials entrusted 
with the enforcement of food laws, and the industry. Two meet- 
ings have been held—one at Washington and another at Chicago. 
A third meeting is planned which will bring together the can 
salesmen in the Pacific Coast territory. As a result of the first 
two meetings, it was arranged to prepare and furnish to can 
salesmen a table of the processes that should be used with non- 
acid vegetables. 


To insure that the recommendations in this table would em- 
body the latest and most authoritative information available, a 
conference was held at San Francisco, attended by representa- 
tives of the research laboratories of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation and the can companies, and by the California State offi- 
cials who have been engaged in studying the problem. This con- 
ference agreed upon recommendations and a supply of tables 
covering the common non-acid vegetables has been printed and 
will be placed in the hands of every can salesman. It is planned 
later to issue the complete report as formulated at the San Fran- 
cisco conference. 

While there have been no outbreaks of food poisoning attri- 
butable to commercially canned foods in recent years, such out- 
breaks frequently occur from home-canned foods, particularly 
non-acid vegetables processed in water baths. Publication and 
distribution of the table of processes recommended by the re- 
search laboratories, it is hoped, will in time lead to the modifica- 
tion of the processes recommended in government and other pub- 
lications for use by home canners. 


Program for Improved Crop Reports 


An increase in the appropriation for the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics made by the last Congress and available July 
1 will enable the Bureau to extend its statistical service relating 
to peocene of vegetables and fruits for canning and will also 
make possible the collection of more adequate information on 
commercial fruit and truck crops. 

The increased funds, amounting to approximately $50,000, 
will be expended through the Division of Crop and Livestock 
Estimates. The plans for the ensuing year contemplate a rea- 
sonably complete schedule of reports for the major canning 
crops and for the principal truck crops. These reports will fur- 
nish information on intentions to plant, acreage planted, and 
condition at short intervals throughout the growing season. Pro- 
duction forecasts will be made at stated intervals, each crop 
schedule being completed by final reports on production as 
promptly as possible after the harvest season. 

This important advance in the agricultural statistical ser- 
vice for the canning industry involves the placing of a consid- 


erable number of trained crop statisticians in the field. These 
men will work in close cooperation with the cooperative state 
and Federal agricultural statisticians and with canners and other 
volunteer ~~ reporters. These men will be expected to be per- 
sonally familiar with the crop which they are covering in their 
respective territories, and they should be of very great assistance 
in promoting both the aqqerety and the speed with which figures 
from the field may be collected, compiled and returned to the in- 
terested individuals and industries. 


For information on canning crop acreages and production, 
much reliance will necessarily be placed by the Federal organiza- 
tion on the cooperation of canners. It is believed that the in- 
dustry generally appreciates the value of comprehensive and ac- 
curate information on canning crops production, and it is hoped 
that all canners will lend their aid to the Division of Crop and 
Livestock Estimates in order that the service may be perfected 
as rapidly and fully as possible. 


Pack and Stock Statistics 


With the completion this spring of the Census Bureau's 
second survey of stocks of canned corn, peas and tomatoes in the 
hands of canners and distributors, the canning industry was fur- 
nished the first definite measure of the consumption of these three 
important commodities. Statistics on the pack of corn, peas and 
tomatoes have been collected for years, first by the Association 


and in recent years by the Census Bureau. 


It now appears that the Census Bureau may be unable to 
continue collection of these pack and stock statistics. The work 
was undertaken by the Bureau on a voluntary basis, without its 
being given special facilities or appropriations for the consid- 
erable amount of work involved. All of the available funds and 
personnel of the Census Bureau will be uired to handle the 
huge task of the decennial census for 1930. The problem to both 
canners and distributors is how the future collection of pack 
and stock statistics can be carried on. 


It has been suggested that the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics of the Department of Agriculture might be requested to 
do the work. The Bureau already has a large statistical organi- 
zation and might be able to render the service desired. It al- 
ready assembles a large amount of statistical information on all 
sorts of agricultural commodities, and with the cooperation of 
canners and distributors and with little additional effort, could 
compile figures on both packs and stocks of canned foods. 

It is possible that the Foodstuffs Division of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce could undertake collection of these pack and 
stock statistics at the request of the interested industries. This 
organization has the advantage of considerable contact with both 
canners and distributors, but would probably require some ad- 
ditional personnel to assemble the figures. 
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There is a distinct advantage in having both the pack and 
stock statistics collected by an agency not directly associated with 
either the canning industry or the distributing trade, and it is 
hoped that arrangements can be made by which this valuable 
work can be continued. 


Business is more and more recognizing the necessity of com- 
prehensive and accurate statistical information as an indispen- 
sable guide to production and distribution policies. Secretary 
of Commerce Hoover emphasized the trend of industry in this 
direction at his address to the Board of Directors in May, 1927. 
The limited experience which the canning industry has had dur- 
ing the last year or two indicates the potential value of an ade- 
quate statistical service on packs and stocks in canners’ and dis- 
tributors’ hands. 


Investigation of Consumer Complaints 


The Association continues to receive increasing demands for 
its service in the investigation of consumer complaints. During 
the past six months two hundred and forty-three of these com- 
plaints have been investigated, as compared with one hundred 
and eighty-four during the corresponding period a year ago. 
About two-thirds of these complaints originate in greater New 
York and Boston. 


Fifty-nine suits are now pending and three cases have been 
tried during the past six months, each resulting in a verdict for 
the defendant. 


Your particular attention is also called to the comparatively 
large number of outbreaks of botulism that have occurred since 
the beginning of the year, due to home-canned products. Some 
of these outbreaks have received wide newspaper publicity and 
in some of the reports no distinction is made between home- 
canned and commercially canned products. An outbreak of botu- 
lism in Chicago in January was traced to a lot of imported Ital- 
ian Cipolline or “onions.” This outbreak was brought to the at- 
tention of the Federal authorities, which resulted in country- 
wide tracing of all shipments, and in the condemnation and de- 
struction of a number of cases of this Italian product. Dr. Meyer 
of the California State Board of Health plans to visit Europe 
this summer and intends to take this matter up with the Italian 
authorities and point out the importance of using safe processes 
in the canning of non-acid vegetables. 

The following table summarizes the investigation and de- 
fense of claims for the last six months and the corresponding 
period a year ago: 


Nov, 1, 1928, Nov. 1, 1927, 
M 1929 M 1928 
a a 
Products involved: 
35 23 


Meat products 
Other canned foods 
Unidentified 


Type of complaint: 
Complaints involving alleged illness 
Complaints attributed to foreign 
substance in cans 
Percentage of complaints in which 
suit was threatened 
Location of complaints: 
New York ity and vicinity 
Boston and vicinity 
Other Northeast points 
Cleveland and vicinity 
Other Middle-West points 
Southeast points 
Southwest points 
Pacific Coast and Far West points. 


Legal status: 
Suits pendi 
Claims settl 


Bacteriological Field Laboratory 


During the last three years the Research Laboratory has de- 
veloped a bacteriological field survey to study the source of spoil- 
age bacteria and conditions in canning plants that may permit 
these bacteria to increase in numbers to such an extent as to 
cause spoilage. Last year the field laboratory was installed on 
a truck, and by use of an automobile which accompanied the 
truck it was possible to visit and study plants in the vicinity of 
the point at which the field laboratory was stationed. 

During the corn and pea seasons one hundred and nineteen 
plants were surveyed in the states of Minnesota, lowa and Wis- 
consin. In each plant the field laboratory was able to determine 
whether spoilage bacteria were present in objectionable num- 
bers, and tf so, to suggest methods for eliminating them. 

During the present year the work will be continued with 
members of the National Canners Association who pack corn 
and peas in Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania and New York. 
In addition to the service work which this will afford to indi- 
vidual members, studies will be made with a view to extending 
the service to other products. 


‘Vitamin Studies 
During the winter we have been making a study of several 
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lots of canned pineapple, selected so as to bring out the effect 
on the vitamin content of the different techniques used in pro- 
ducing various types of packs. Although the results are incom- 
plete, they confirm data peeeuey available showing that pine- 
apples may be rated as well supplied with vitamins A, B, and C. 
Since the same pineapple could not be tested in the raw and in 
the canned state, only circumstantial evidence could be obtained 
on the effect of the canning process. Such evidence indicates 
that there is no marked destruction of any of the vitamins in 
canning. It is planned to make a test of raw pineapple as ob- 
tained on the city markets and of the same pineapples after cook- 
ing or canning. 

The softening of water results in its having a certain con- 
tent of sodium bicarbonate, that is, cooking soda, equivalent to 
the temporary hardness of the water. As if has been stated 
that the use of soda in cooking is destructive to the vitamins, a 
study was made of the effect of adding small amounts of sodium 
bicarbonate to the brine used for canning peas. Although more 
sodium bicarbonate was added than would result from softening 
the water, no evidence was found that the vitamins in these peas 
were noticeably affected. 

At present a study is being made of fully grown green-picked 
tomatoes. Since the effect of feeding green tomatoes to animals 
may differ from that resulting from feeding ripe tomatoes be- 
cause of other factors than a variation in vitamin content, it will 
be a difficult matter, until a large amount of data is available, to 
determine the effect of the ripening process. It may be stated, 
however, that the green-picked tomatoes after ripening are well 
supplied with vitamins A, B and C, although possibly not quite as 
rich as vine-ripened tomatoes. The difference is not sufficient 
to make it a matter of great importance to the consumer. 


Frozen Fruits and Vegetables 


The praggevation of fruits and vegetables by freezing is a 
subject of widespread interest at present. Our Research Labo- 
ratory has done some experimental work and is contemplating 
further experiments. The results of past work have indicated 
definitely that flavors may be imparted to both fruits and vege- 
tables by certain types of containers’ yy to be used for this 
purpose, even though the products ept frozen under ideal 
conditions. 

The work has also indicated that handling the products as is 
done for canning will not yield a suitable frozen product. For 
example, peas which when canned yielded a fancy product, when 
frozen resulted in toughened skins that made them unsuitable. 
The cause of this toughening of the skins has not yet been worked 
out. In the case of corn on the cob, it has been possible to pro-' 
duce a product which eight months after freezing was practical- 
ly the equivalent of freshly harvested corn cooked immediately 
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after harvesting. These results indicate that there may be pos- 
sibilities in this field with at least some products, but that a great 
deal of experimental work is necessary before the best condi- 
tions for each product are found. 


The question of the wholesomeness of frozen vegetables 
must be kept in mind. Such products become perishable as soon 
as they are removed from adequate refrigeration. One question 
of importance is—will ordinary spoilage always be so rapid and 
prompt as to eliminate possibilities of harmful spoilage? This 
point deserves to be determined before the process reaches com- 
mercial proportions. 

Many other questions remain to be determined, particularly 
in the case of vegetables, such as the most suitable type of con- 
taine?; whether the vegetables must be pre-cooked or whether 
they may be frozen raw; to what extent, if any, they must be 
pre-cooked. Even though success may be attained in small ex- 
perimental lots, the question remains whether this procedure 
will lend itself to commercial prodtction. 


Blanching of Peas 


At the meeting of the Pea Section during the last annual 
convention a progress report was made on the work done by the 
laboratory on the subject of blanching of peas, and also on the 
influence of delay after vining on the hardness and flavor of peas. 
This work will be continued and extended during the present 
season. 


Canned Meat 

During the year the processing studies of the Research Lab- 
oratories were extended to canned meats, and a preliminary 
study of the heat penetration of canned meat was made. These 
studies will be extended during the present year, and bacterio- 
logical work involving experimental packs of canned meats will 
be undertaken. 


Agricultural Research 

The agricultural research program of the Department of 
Agriculture, in which the growers of fruits and vegetables for 
canning necessarily have a large interest, is making encourag- 
ing progress. Many projects, however, remain seriously under- 
financed, and some important problems such as the control of 
pea diseases are receiving practically no attention. 

In cooperation with farm organizations and other interested 
industries, the National Canners Association is endeavoring to 
present the need for adequate research appropriations to the 
various governmental agencies. 

The lessening of production hazards, the control of 
pests, and improvement in the quality of raw products Gueugh 
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scientific research constitute a form of agricultural service and 
farm relief which is far-reaching and fundamental. 

The Association also keeps in touch as fully as possible with 
the agricultural research work of the state and college experi- 
ment stations, and is bringing to the attention of the research 
groups in these institutions, the research needs connected with 
canning crops. 


Pea Disease Survey 


In a recent Information Letter attention was called to a sur- 
vey of pea diseases made last year by Dr. M. B. Linford for the 
U. 8S. Department of Agriculture. The survey covered most of 
the territory in which peas are grown either for canning or for 
seed. The information obtained emphasizes the importance, to 
canners and to seed-pea growers, of root rot and Fusarium wilt. 

Root rot, which is the principal cause of so-called “pea-sick” 
soils, is the most widespread and abundant disease of peas. The 
disease was found in the Tri-States, the Middle West and the 
Far West. It persists in the soil and may possibly be harbored 
by other crops, such as vetch, alfalfa and sweet clover. No va- 
rieties of peas have been found which are markedly resistant. 


With respect to Fusarium wilt, the survey showed this dis- 
ease to be of national importance, affecting the canning and seed 
industries ‘in nine states extending across the country from 
Maryland to Idaho and Montana. Wilt is apparently of more 
recent introduction than root rot in most areas, but its poten- 
tial importance to the pea industry as a whole is equal to, if 
not greater, than that of root rot. 


While some pea varieties have been developed which show 
much resistance to wilt, these are not entirely adapted to the 
canners’ needs. Additional research is called for, both in variety 
improvement and in determining more definitely the means by 
which Fusarium wilt finds its way into new localities. 


European Corn Borer 


The corn borer during 1928 continued its spread westward 
and southward in the Middle West. The activity of the Federal 
forces is now confined to.research and to maintenance of quaran- 
tines. Regulatory measures are left in the hands of state offi- 
cials, and there is no general attempt now in progress to enforce 
compulsory clean-up. 

The borer has been discovered as far as the western border 
of Laporte County, Indiana—about 30 miles from the Illinois 
state line; to the southward as far as the southern limits of Fay- 
ette County, Ohio—about 50 miles from the Kentucky state line; 
and to the northward in Mackinac County, Michigan. 


Dr. Caffrey of the Federal Bureau of Entomology, in his 
summary of the situation at the close of 1928, says: 


ll 


“The annual survey to determine density of infestation, con- 
ducted in the Great Lakes section during the late summer and 
early autumn of 1928, demonstrated that throughout the greater 
portion of the infested territory the corn-borer population had 
increased to an appreciable extent. The increased numerical 
abundance of the borer was particularly evident in those portions 
of the territory where no organized clean-up had been attempted 
or where an effective clean-up was prevented by organized or 
passive opposition on the part of the less sympathetic farmers. 
These increases were more than offset by the tremendous de- 
creases secured in the more heavily infested counties of Michi- 
gan (Monroe, Wayne, St. Clair, Sanilac) and Pennsylvania (Erie, 
Crawford), where excellent cooperation was secured in apply- 
ing the recommended clean-up measures. 

“The various research projects pertaining to mechanical 
control, cultural practices, parasites, insecticides, host plants, 
etc., have made encouraging progress during the past season, but 
no definite information has been obtained which would lead us 
to change materially the recommended and demonstrated meth- 
ods of control through the medium of clean farming practices.” 


Experiments at the corn borer laboratory at Monroe, Michi- 
gan, show that the common mugwort found in France to be pre- 
ferred to corn by the corn borer, is in Michigan decidedly a sec- 
ond choice. Where corn borer and mugwort were grown under 
cages and exposed to attack by corn borers, the infestation was 
on the average decidedly heavier on the corn. 


Mediterranean Fruit Fly 


Discovery of the Mediterranean fruit fly is a matter of grave 
concern to all American fruit and vegetable growers and to the 
industries based on these crops. This insect has caused exten- 
sive damage in all parts of the world where it is established. It 
infests peaches, apricots and other deciduous fruits as well as 
citrus fruits. Many important vegetable crops are also listed as 
hosts of the fly. Green peppers and lima beans have been dam- 
aged extensively. " 

The promptness and vigor with which the state of Florida 
and the Federal forces have responded to the situation are most 
commendable. The known infestations in Florida are under 
rigid quarantine. Extensive earns is being conducted in 
Florida and adjoining states to determine whether there are any 
additional points in which the fly is established. Prompt legis- 
lative and administrative action has made available ample funds 
to carry on the fight. The entire resources of the state and Fed- 
eral forces are devoted to the single idea of eradication. 

The fly deposits eggs within the fruit or vegetable attacked. 
These develop into small maggots which work their way through 
the tissues. If the insect should spread into the peach growing 
districts of the south there would be a much greater likelihood 
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of its finding its way to the Pacific Coast. The advent of the 
Mediterranean fruit fly must be regarded as a major disaster. 

On May 16th the Plant Quarantine Control Administration 
issued a regulation prohibiting the movement of all host fruits 
and vegetables from the entire state of Florida into the follow- 
ing states: Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, Nevada, 
Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisi- 
ana, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and North and 
South Carolina. 


Home Economics Work ; 


During the past year, and especially since the first of Janu- 
ary, the Home Economics Division has broadened its contact 
with individuals and organizations that are interested or should 
be interested in an interpretation of the purpose and character 
of the Association’s research work. The Director of the Divi- 
sion has spent much of her time in the field, and so far this year 
has made 36 addresses to groups of home economics teachers, 
members of home economics organizations, students being train- 
ed as teachers, dietitians, cafeteria managers, and extension lead- 
ers; high school and junior high school students; members of 
restaurant associations; home economics organizations; and ru- 
ral women meeting in large groups for the farm and home work 
of state universities. 


Upon invitation the Director also addressed the Chicago 
Section of the American Chemical Society on the application of 
research to consumer needs. Valuable contacts have been made 
with state canners associations at whose meetings the viewpoint 
of the canned food consumer has been discussed. 

These contacts in the field developed a need of illustrations 
for the talks, and a collection of 24 lantern slides showing the 

rogress of food from the fields through the canning plant has 

n prepared. Audiences have been most appreciative of these 

illustrations, and it is planned to obtain additional slides for the 
collection. 

Through the cooperation of the can companies, exhibits of 
empty unlabeled cans showing can sizes, likewise useful in 
discussing the way cans are made, have been available not only 
for demonstration in connection with addresses, but also as ex- 
hibits to be placed in the hands of schools, colleges, and exten- 
sion groups. Teachers have found these exhibits especially help- 
ful in teaching problems in food buying. 


Children in commerical geography and industrial history 
classes are now being required in many public schools to prepare 
note-book material showing the development of an industrial 
process, and a set of prints or cards showing the passage of food 
from the field through the canning plant would be of value in the 

education, not only of the children, but also of their parents. It 
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is believed that a set of these prints could be prepared at such a 
cost as to permit their distribution at a low price. 


Another suggestion along this line is the preparation of a 
series of posters representing different phases of the canning in- 
dustry for use in schools and home economics organization. Nec- 
essarily this would involve some expense, and it would be advisa- 
ble to make a charge for such material, sufficient to cover the cost 
of printing and postage. 

Requests for articles for publication in women’s magazines, 
home economics journals, and farm papers have provided an o 
portunity to the Home Economics Division to reach a very wide 
audience. A number of articles have already been prepared and 
published. In addition, the Division is being called upon more 
frequently by writers to supply information for use in articles 
dealing with canned foods and food problems. 

Hotels, restaurants, and other institutions feeding large num- 
bers of people are an excellent outlet for canned products, and 
there is need of a set of tested institutional recipes that will show 
how to get the best and most economical results from the use of 
canned foods. The testing of these recipes can be done advan- 
tageously in the home economics department of some university, 
and would involve the cost of materials and work. It is believed 
that the Association would be justified in financing the tests that 
will be required. 


Cooperation of Directors in Soliciting New Members 

The cooperation of members of the Board of Directors in 
soliciting new members has emphasized the need of a pamphlet 
giving information as to the aims of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation, its form of organization, qualifications for membership, 
its chief activities, and the service that it provides for individual 
members and for the industry as a whole. This information is 
now available in various publications that the Association has 
issued, but a complete picture in one bulletin would be of great 
assistance to those who solicit membership, and at the same time 
would serve to answer a considerable number of inquiries that 
come to us for information on our organization and work. 

The material for this pamphlet has been assembled and it is 
hoped to have it ready for publication within a short time. 

In connection with this publication it has been suggested 
that the Association prepare a service card to be placed in the 
plants of its members, stating briefly the service that the Asso- 
ciation furnishes on canning problems. For example, on the sub- 
ject of spoilage greater than normal, this card would state what 
the Research Laboratory will do, and give instructions as to how 
many cans to ship to the laboratory for examination. All of the 
direct services of the Association to the individual canner could 
be covered in a similar way. 
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Publications and Their Distribution 


Distribution of our popular publications reached a record 
figure during the first four months of the year, largely through 
the activities of the Division of Home Economics, which has es- 
tablished contacts with teachers, home economics workers, and 
publications reaching large consumers of canned foods, as well 
as extension workers who are in position to place our bulletins 
in the hands of consumers. Requests received since the first of 
the year call for over 40,000 copies of our popular bulletins. 
These demands have exhausted our supply, and it will be neces- 
sary to order about 33,000 copies in order to cover the requests 
now on hand. It is not anticipated that the demand will continue 
at this rate throughout the year. 

New publications planned to be issued during the year in- 
clude a pamphlet giving general information on the Association, 
its activities, and its service; a summary of the census report on 
canned food production in 1927; a report on the conference on 
processes necessary to insure adequate sterilization; a card sum- 
marizing the processes approved at the conference on adequate 
sterilization; and a card designed to inform canners what ser- 
vice is available from the Association and how to get it. 

The time has come to issue a revised edition of the member- 
ship list in which it is planned to furnish the name of an indi- 
vidual, such as the secretary or general manager, for each com- 
pany listed, so that persons desiring to correspond with the com- 
pany may know to whom to direct such general correspondence. 
A revised edition of the “Canning of Foods and Some Tested 
Recipes” is now in press. 

The need is felt for several other publications, including a 
brief bulletin written in popular style on the subject of vitamins 
in canned foods, and a pamphlet embodying in condensed form 
the general information about canning and canned foods fur- 
nished in the “Canning of Foods and Some Tested Recipes.” De- 
cision as to these new publications can well be deferred pending 
development of plans for the advertising campaign, which will 
undoubtedly call for the preparation of a considerable amount of 
consumer literature. 


Financial Requirements of Canning Companies 


The Association receives frequent inquiries from individ- 
uals, chambers of commerce and agricultural or trade organiza- 
tions about the fundamental requirements, financial and other- 
wise, for successfully embarking in the canning business. 


In replying to these requests, attention has been called to 
the principal factors to be considered and references have been 
furnished to sources of information. However, we are greatly 
in need of some practical suggestions regarding the costs of oper- 
ating a cannery and the minimum capital desirable for success- 
ful conduct of the business. 
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I would earnestly recommend that the Board authorize the 
President to appoint a committee to consider this subject and 
prepare a statement that can be used in answer to such inquiries. 


Additional Legislation on Warehousing 

A bill to amend the Federal Warehouse Act has been report- 
ed favorably by the House Committee on Agriculture and is now 
on the House calendar. 

The bill would authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
designate a representative to handle such administrative details 
as approving bonds, signing and revoking licenses, and would 
eliminate the requirement that the bond of a warehouseman 
cover his obligations under state laws. It would also amend the 
present law so that the Federal law cannot be negatived by state 
legislation, thus removing the cause for misgiving on the part 
of bankers who are approached for loans. It is believed that the 
amendments proposed in the bill will give warehouse receipts 
issued under the Warehouse Act such collateral value as to com- 
mand the confidence of all bankers. 


The Louisville Grocery Survey 

Preliminary reports on the Louisville Survey presented at 
the conference of executives of the grocery industry, held in that 
city in February, reveal that the survey when completed will 


have developed new information of distinct value to both food 
manufacturers and distributors. A representative of the De- 
partment of Commerce will outline to the Board the purpose of 
the work and its present status. 


Simplification of Containers 

Progress has been made by the Department of Commerce in 
its survey of can sizes now in use, and the Department's expert 
who is working on the subject will address the Board at this 
meeting. 


Membership and Finance 


The Board of Directors at its meeting in Chicago on Janu- 
ary 21, 1929, approved the budget for 1929. This was a depar- 
ture from the usual custom of delaying the budget approval un- 
til the May meeting. It was stated at that time, however, that a 
revised budget would be presented at the May meeting at which 
time it would be possible to gauge more accurately the expendi- 
tures of the Association for the present year and also to get the 
case basis returned from the individual members. 


The Finance Committee, through its chairman, will present 
this morning a revised budget which will indicate a larger in- 
come than was expected at the January meeting and a slight in- 
crease in expenditures. 
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The statement of the Finance Committee will show that the 
Association is in sound financial shape and should have a rea- 
sonable balance at the close of the fiscal year in January, 1930. 


Since the first of the year there has been a net gain in mem- 
bership of 1,051,000 cases of seasonal products and a net loss of 
51,000 cases of non-seasonal products. Members representing 
925,000 cases of seasonal products were lost through failure to 
pay dues or by resignations, while new members enrolled rep- 
resented 1,976,000 cases. In non-seasonal products, the loss was 
= speed cases, offset in part by new members representing 139,- 

cases. 


Sale of Georgetown Property 


Under the authority of the resolution passed by the Board 
of Directors, your ey acting with Mr. H. L. Cannon, and 
with the Ls py of the Executive officers of the Association, 
has entered into a contract to sell the house and lot at 3018 Dum- 
barton Avenue. The proceeds of this sale, when consummated, 
will, under a resolution of the Board, go to the general fund of 
the Association to replace in part the cost of the addition to the 
property at 1739 H Street, which was erected last year. It was 
necessary, in making this sale, to agree to accept a deed of trust 
for $7,500 balance of purchase money. As the prospective pur- 
chasers intend to improve the property to the extent of at least 
$5,000, this deed of trust should represent a safe investment. 
It has been recommended that the Board of Directors authorize 
this deed of trust, which bears interest at 6 per cent, to be trans- 
ferred to the Reserve Fund of the Association by the sale of 4 
per cent government bonds to this amount. This action will re- 
quire the approval of the Board of Directors. 


Purchase of Additional Office Space 


In view of the probable enlargement of the Association's 
activities, it was suggested to the Secretary that increased office 
space would be necessary. It so happened that the adjoining 
property, 805 Eighteenth Street, N. W., was on the market. The 

uilding on this property, with alterations, offers at least in part 
a solution for additional space needed, and your Secretary im- 
mediately wired all members of the Finance and Executive Com- 
mittees asking for approval to purchase this property, financing 
it with a portion of the reserve fund. It was pointed out that 
an emergency existed and that quick action was necessary. All 
of the members of these two committees gave immediate ap- 
proval by wire and the purchase has just been consummated, the 
property costing $17,500. At the present time this purchase is 
ing carried by the general fund of the Association, but it will 
be necessary a little later to draw on the reserve fund for this 
amount. Confirmation of this action by the Board of Directors 
is requested. 
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